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1 . (Twice Amended) A system for distributing music to a plurajHy of customer 
households, the system comprising: 

(a) a data transmission system for blanket transmitting a/plurality of music 
selections to the plurality of customer households in digital format; 

(b) a user station at at least one of the customer households, the user station 
including: 

i. a user interface for permitting the/customer household to preselect 
a transmitted music selection for recording; 

ii. a receiver; 

iii. an audio output for outpufting audio signals to a playback device for 
enabling the customer household t/playback the recorded music selection; and 

iv. an storage device in communication with the receiver for writing the 
received music selection in epbrypted form to a removable storage medium, such 
that the music selection tannot be decrypted without at least one key; 

(c) a central controller-system having a database for storing therein 
information corresponding tc/the customer households; 

(d) a communications link between the customer household and the central 
controller system for transmitting, subsequent to the recording, the at least one key to 
the user station; and/ 

(e) a billing system associated with the central controller system to bill the 
customer household for the one or more transmitted keys. 

(Twice Amended) A method for distributing music to a plurality of 

customej/households, the method comprising the steps of: 

-2- 




Application Serial No. 09/855,992 
Attorney Docket No. 8159.0001-09 



(a) blanket transmitting a plurality of music |0fections to the plurality of 
customer households in digital format; 

(b) transmitting to the customer households information identifying available 
music selections that will be transmitted^ 

(c) preselecting^and recording at the customer household a transmitted music 
selection, the recording composing writing the received music selection in encrypted 
form to a removable storage mediumfsuch that the music selection cannot be 
decrypted withoutafl least-ofie key; 

(d) ^transmitting, subsequent to the recording, the at least one key to the user 
custome/tiousehold; and 

(e) billing the customer household for the at least one transmitted key. 



1 1 . (Amended) The 
transmits an indication of 
to the central controllei>system. 




according to Claim 1 , wherein the user station 
ctions preselected by each customer household 



35 



F I N N EG AN 
HENDERSON 
F A R A B O W 
CAR R ETT & 
DUNNER LLP 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



1 7. (Amended) The system accordino/fo Claim 90, wherein the user station 
comprises a circuit for degrading a quality oHhe previewed preselected music 
selections by a process selected frofn the^ group consisting of: 

compressing the preselectedi<r»jsje / selections; 

adding distortion to the preselected music selections, 
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overlaying voice over thi^reselected music selections; and 
deleting sections from^heyreselected music selections. 




37. (Amended) The 
comprises one of a removable 
memory. 




icording to Claim 1 , wherein the storage device 
rite optical disk, a hard disk drive, and flash 




55. (Amended) The method accojtf ing to Claim 2, the method further 
comprising the step of transmitting an |nd/cajion of the music selections preselected by 
the customer household to the centralue&ntroller system. 
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60. (Amended) The method according Claim 92, wherein the user station 
comprises a circuit for degrading quality of tj^fe previewed preselected music selections 
previewed by a process selected froiyWgroup consisting of: 
compressing the preselected rMjsje^elections; 
adding distortions] to the preselected music selections; 
overlaying voice over the/preselected music selections; and 
deleting sections from the preselected music selections. 



78. (Amended) The method according to Claim 76, further comprising the 



steps of: 



providing the media player trjaWenabled to play the compressed, encrypted 
and watermarked format, and 
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tracking a number of^m^ that the each of the plurality of music selections 
written on the writable recoJdinajnedia is played by the media player; and 

limiting the nunpber 0 f times that one of the music selections can be played. 

80. (Amended) The method according to Claim 2, wherein the recording is 
performed by a storage devici fiomp/ising at least one of, a removable read and write 
optical disk, a hard disk drive, afnoMlash memory. 



84. (Amended) The method according to Claim 83, the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

providing music preference inflation regarding each of the plurality of 
households to the central controllerTom the peer-to-peer music sharing system; and 

generating a customer profile at the central controller system for each of the 
plurality of households based on the provided music preference. 

90. (New) A system for distributing music to a plurality of customer 
households, the system comprising: 

(a) a data transmission sypWfor blanket transmitting a plurality of music 
selections to the plurality of customed households in digital format; 

(b) a user station at the plm/ality of customer households, enabling the 
customer household to preview the Plurality of music selections a predetermined 
number of times before billing tWustomer household for the plurality of music 
selections, the user station including: 
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i. a user interface for permitting the customer household to preselect 
a transmitted music selection for recording; 

ii. a receiver 

iii. a high capacity storage medium, in communication with the 
receiver for recording fthe preselected music selection in digital form; and 

iv. an audio output for outputting audio signals from the high capacity 
storage medium to a playback device for enabling the customer household to 
playback the recorded music selection; 

(c) a central controller system having a database for storing therein 
information corresponding to the customer household; 

(d) a communications link between the customer household and the central 
controller system for verifying to the controller system when a preselected music 
selection has beerf m^dje available for playback; and 

(e) a billipg system associated with the central controller system to bill 
customer household^ a/husic selection that has been made available for playback. 



91 . (New) A system for distributing music to a plurality of customer 
households, the system comprising: 

(a) a data transmission system for blanket transmitting a plurality of music 
selections to a plurality of user stations, in digital format; 

(b) the plurality tft£ user stations, at the plurality of customer households, 
including: 
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i. a user interface for permitting the customer household to preselect 
a transmitted music selection for recording and designate music preference 
information; 

ii. a receiver;) 

iii. a high capacity storage medium, in communication with the 
receiver, for recording the preselected music selection in digital form; and 

iv. an audio output for outputting audio signals from the high capacity 
storage medium to a playback device for enabling the customer household to 
playback the recorded music selection; 

(c) a central controller system assigning a customer profile according to the 
music preference information for the customer household communicated by one of the 
user stations to the central controller system and automatically enabling blanket 
transmission of music content to the user station without requiring a selection from the 



plurality of user statio 



s at 



ng: 
ibasc 



:ording to the assigned customer profiles, the central 

controller system, con(iprisjii 

i) a ^jat^bas^ for storing therein information corresponding to the 
customer household and the central controller system, 

ii) a customer preference information storage memory for receiving 
and storing designated ifiusic preference information for each of the plurality of 
customer households, 

iii) a general population preference database for storing preference 
information for all of the plurality of customer households, and 

iv) a customer catalog generator for analyzing the customer 



preference information s 



orage memory and the general population preference 
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database to create an individual customer catalog for the customer household that 
determines which music is automatically blanket transmitted; 

(d) a communications link between the customer household and the central 
controller system for verifying to tne controller system when a preselected music 
selection has been made available for playback; and 

(e) a billing system associated with the central controller system to bill the 
customer household for the music selections have been made available for playback. 

92. (New) A method for distributing music to a plurality of customer 
households, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) blanket transmitting a plurality of music selections to the plurality of 
customer households in digital format; 

(b) providing a customer household with information identifying the music 
selections that will be transmitted; 

(c) preseledfing arid recording the transmitted music selection at the customer 
household on a high capacity storaae medium; 

(d) enabling the custorner household to preview the preselected music 
selection a predetermined number of times; 

(e) enabling tqe customer household to playback the recorded music 
selection; 

(f) communicating music playback information from the customer household 
to a central controller system; and 

(g) billing the customer household for the recorded music selection that has 

been played back, baqed on the communicated music playback information. 

-8- 



Fl NN EGAN 
HENDERSON 
F A R A B O W 
CARRETT& 
DUNNER LL£ 

1 300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



Application Serial No. 09/855,992 
Attorney Docket No. 8159.0001-09 



93. (New) A method fc r distributing music to a plurality of customer 
households, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving music preference information from a customer household; 

(b) assigning customer profiles to the customer households based on the 
received music preference infonmation; 

(c) creating, for the qustomer household, from the music preference 
information, an individual customer catalog identifying music for transmission to the 
customer household; 

(d) blanket transmitting, to the customer household, music content according 
to the customer catalog for thet customer household; 

(e) enabling the customer household to playback a recorded music selection; 

(f) communicatihd music playback information from the customer household 
to a central controller system; and 



3 customer household for the recorded music selection that has 



(g) billing th 
been played back. 



94. (New) A sys:em for distributing music to a plurality of customer 
households, the system comprising: 

(a) a data transmission system for blanket transmitting a plurality of music 
selections to the plurality 




)f customer households in digital format; 
(b) a user station at the plurality of customer households, enabling the 
customer household to pfeview the plurality of music selections a predetermined 

-9- 



FINN EGAN 
HENDERSON 
F A R A B O W 
GARRETT& 
DUNNER ll£ 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



Application Serial No. 09/855,992 
Attorney Docket No. 8159.0001-09 



number of times before billing the customer household for the plurality of music 
selections, the user station including: 

i. a user interface for permitting the customer household to preselect 
a transmitted music selectfon for recording; 

ii. a receiver; 

iii. a high capafcity storage medium, in communication with the 
receiver for recording the preselected music selection in digital form; 
(c) a central controller system having a database for storing therein 

information corresponding to tqe customer household; 

link between the customer household and the central 
controller system for verifying to the controller system when a preselected music 
selection has been made available for playback; and 

(e) a billing system/associated with the central controller system to bill 
customer household for a music selection that has been made available for playback. 



(d) a communicatior 



95. (New) user/statioi/ for receiving broadcast music, the user station 
comprising: 

a user interface for permitting the customer household to preselect a 
transmitted music/selection for recording; 
a receiver;/ 

an audio output for outputting audio signals to a playback device for 
enabling the customer household to playback the recorded music selection; and 
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